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Dear friends,
For more than 290 years, St Petersburg University has
been committed to advancing science and training
highly qualified professionals. The University dates
back to 1724, when Peter the Great founded the
Academy of Sciences and Arts as well as the first Academic University in Russia.
We take special pride in the constellation of our outstanding alumni. SPbU has given the world many
famous people in science, politics, business, sports,
literature, and art. The University has Nobel Prize winners among its staff and alumni: physiologist Ivan
Pavlov, biologist Ilya Mechnikov, physical chemist
Nikolay Semyonov, physicists Lev Landau and Aleksandr Prokhorov, mathematician and economist
Leonid Kantorovich. SPbU is also an alma mater to
outstanding researchers, scholars, academics, political and social leaders: Dmitry Mendeleev, Vladimir
Vernadsky, and Dmitry Likhachev to name but a few.
The world owes to our University most prominent cultural leaders, writers and artists: Ivan Turgenev, Pavel Brullov, Alexander Blok, Alexandre Benois, Sergei
Diaghilev, and Igor Stravinsky. Among the University
alumni we are also proud to mention leaders of the
Russian Government: Boris Stürmer, Alexander Kerensky, Vladimir Lenin, Presidents of the Russian Federation Vladimir Putin and Dmitry Medvedev.
Today, three centuries after its establishment, SPbU is
striving, as before, to lead research and education on
a national and global scale. By bringing together traditions and innovations, St Petersburg University sets

the pace for the development of science, education,
and culture in Russia and across the world. We are
consistently ranked highly in international university
rankings (Times Higher Education World Reputation
Rankings, Quacquarelli Symonds World University
Rankings, Academic Ranking of World Universities)
and subject rankings, which proves the success of our
development strategy.
The University is fully-equipped to provide a diverse
range of opportunities for education, research, and
creativity: the richest Research Library named after
Maksim Gorky, a state-of-the-art Research Park, laboratories headed by leading scientists, museums, a publishing house, sports clubs, a University choir, orchestras, drama and dance studios, and many more.
Our scientists conduct research in almost all fields of
knowledge, provide expertise and consulting, and enjoy close ties with Russian and international partners.
In November 2009, President of the Russian Federation
Dmitry Medvedev signed a law granting St Petersburg
University and Moscow State University the special
status of ‘unique scientific and educational complexes, the oldest institutions of higher education in Russia instrumental in the development of the Russian
society.’ SPbU was granted a privilege to set its own
educational standards and award its own diplomas.
Discover the first University of Russia!
Welcome to SPbU!

Rector

Professor
Nikolay Kropachev
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St. Petersburg University
Founded in 1724 by a decree of Peter the Great,
SPbU became the first secular institution of higher
education in Russia. From the very beginning the
University has had a strong focus on fundamental
research in science, engineering and humanities,
and equipped its graduates with what it takes to
contribute to Russia’s success.

ry in the historical centre of St. Petersburg proudly
bearing the name of the Cultural Capital of Russia.

With over 90 institutions of higher education and
300 research organisations, St. Petersburg is indeed
the second largest university centre of Russia. It is
a modern industrial metropolis and a major sea
port. Conveniently located and constantly striving
The University headquarters are housed in the fa- to improve its infrastructure, St. Petersburg has bemous Twelve Colleges, a major architectural monu- come an important business centre for many interment of Petrine Baroque erected in the 18th centu- national partners.

St Petersburg University today is an internationally
recognized centre for education and research
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SPbU among the world’s top universities:
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OLYMPIAD FOR SCHOOL STUDENTS
HOSTED BY SPbU
The SPbU Olympiad for school students is
a unique education project which aims
to develop their creative thinking, stimulate
interest in research, and promote scientific
knowledge. Winners and medalists are
granted SPbU admission on special terms.

Subjects and interest areas

EDUCATION
At present,
St Petersburg University runs
477 main
and 1,229 additional
educational programmes.
SPbU is a dynamic institution capable
of designing educational programmes
at the intersection of several fields of
knowledge and combining fundamental
theoretical issues with real, practical
applications. Long-standing scholarly and
teaching traditions and close partnership with
prospective employers ensure the success
of SPbU graduates as highly-qualified young
professionals.
A degree from St Petersburg University is
recognised worldwide. Our graduates are
sought after by top employers in Russia and
across the globe. Applicants who enroll on
our educational programmes demonstrate
in-depth knowledge and skills in chosen
subject areas.
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Biology

Uniform State
Examination
average of SPbU
first-year students

2014
2015
2016

87,3
88,1
90,0

Geography

Social Science

71

Engeneering
systems

Literary
Debut

Foreign
Languages

Modern
Manager

venues in 43 regions
of Russia

Computer
Science

Social
Studies

History

Physics

7

Mathematics

Philology

Medicine

Chemistry

SPbU Olympiad
participant numbers

235
159
176

48,815
59,286
66,314

2015
(4,9  % of intake)
2016
(5,7  % of intake)

Economics

venues
in 4 countries abroad

Winners and medalists of the SPbU
Olympiad admitted every year

2014
(6,7  % of intake)

Law

2013/2014
2014/2015
2015/2016
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SPbU EDUCATIONAL
PROGRAMMES

477

main educational
programmes:

8

12
13
99
164
161
28

programmes
of general education
programmes of middle level
professional education
bachelor’s and specialist
degree programmes
master’s programmes
doctoral degree programmes
in the area of specialisation
clinical residency
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1,229
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additional educational
programmes

An additional educational
programme is a chance to:
• receive customized
education tailored to your
individual needs
• combine work and study
through a modular course
structure
• choose a suitable learning
setting (campus-based
learning or customerspecified learning locations)

Advantages:
• World-class academics
• Advanced management
practices
• Applied tools for business
development
• Off-site training
in international business
schools

Main fields of study:
• Biology
• Asian Studies
• Geography, Geology,
Geoecology, Soil Science
• Journalism
• History
• Mathematics, Control
Processes, Physics and
Chemistry
• Medicine
• Management

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Sociology
Political Science
Psychology
Russian as
a Foreign Language
Liberal Arts and Sciences
Physical Culture and Sports
Philology
Philosophy
Economics
Law

Executive MBA:
An additional educational programme
Executive MBA (MBA for executive leaders) targets
company leaders and business owners contributing
to the development of Russian business.
The programme embraces all aspects of modern
management and aims to develop leadership and
managerial competencies. It focuses specifically
on modern management tools and their
application in a dynamic business environment.

Russian as a Foreign Language:
An additional educational programme
at Russian Language and Culture Institute
Every year over 1,500 students from over 65
countries enroll on the additional educational
programme Russian as a Foreign Language at
the SPbU Russian Language and Culture Institute.
Training in the Russian language is provided by
over 100 expert language instructors — members of the SPbU academic staff. Many of them
have developed their own teaching methods
and study guides that have received many
positive reviews and have been adopted by
their colleagues from Russia and abroad.
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The Russian Language and Culture, a dedicated department at the SPbU Research Library
named after Maksim Gorky, comprises over
50 000 books, textbooks and study guides in
Russian as a foreign language, Russian literature and culture.
Educational programmes run by the Russian
Language and Culture Institute have a modular structure, which enables international students enroll all year round with any entry level
of Russian.
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Benefits of studying
at SPbU
Interdisciplinary
approach to teaching
(24 main fields of study)

Financial support to talented
students (Russian Presidential
Scholarship, Russian Government
Scholarship, St Petersburg
Government Scholarship, state
academic scholarship and
increased state academic
scholarship, state need-based
scholarship, etc.)

International
partnership (double
degree programmes,
international internships,
lectures by visiting
academics)

NETWORKING
WITH EMPLOYERS

Outstanding academic staff
(internationally renowned
academics, 300 visiting
academics)

Admission on special
terms for winners and
medalists of the SPbU
Olympiad

Prospective
employers take
part in designing
educational
programmes

>1,200

SPbU own diplomas
in Russian and English

2

1
Educational programmes
and career guidance:

In the course of study:
• participation of experts from partner companies
in councils for educational programmes, competition
committees, methodology and teaching boards
• proposals on the content and development strategy
of main educational programmes
• development of additional educational programmes
of continuing professional development and retraining
at the employer’s request

3
4

Final assessment:
SPbU own PhD
programme

Law and Translation Clinics,
Financial and Psychological
Consultancies as settings
for practical training of students
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• participation of experts from partner
companies in state examination boards,
employment of the best graduates

Unique
Research Park

Regular
upgrades of the
University facilities

• designing titles of theses after the
recommendations of prospective
employers

Modern teaching
and learning
technologies
(Blackboard,
the University
information system)

representatives of companies
and organisations in state
examination boards at final state
examinations of 2016

Networking with prospective employers
at different stages of learning:

• employer input in the
development of educational
programmes and programmes
of practical training

Vibrant
student life

>1,000

partnership
agreements
with employers

Graduate employment:
• inviting SPbU students to participate
in HR events organised by partner
companies
• participation of partner companies
in SPbU days of career
• holding consultation seminars on
employment

Since December 2015 SPbU has been listed in the QS Graduate
Employability Ranking of Universities 2016 by graduate employment
rate and partnerships with employers, leaving many other Russian
universities behind.
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STUDENT LIFE

30

20,000

sports
facilities

kinds
of sport

over

4,500

University
teams

sq.m
in total

participants

• The Youth Olympic
Games: sailing

• World and European
championships among
students: rowing, beach
volleyball
• Russian championships:
boxing, rowing, sailing,
judo, etc.

• World championships:
biathlon, sailing, rowing,
climbing

students
masters of sports
of international
level

• The Olympic Games:
Sochi 2014 — skeleton,
giant slalom; Rio de
Janeiro 2016 — rowing,
swimming

members
of the RF national
sports team

• Rowing — Henley Royal
Regatta (London,
UK), Golden Oars (St
Petersburg, Russia), Cup
of Two Capitals (Russia)
• European Games: 2015 —
basketball
• World Universiades:
freestyle, athletics

over

over

masters
of sports

Participation in international,
national, and student sports events:

300

student events
annually

20,000

participants

• Football — National
Student Football League
(Russia)

• Basketball — Association
of Student Basketball
(Russia)
• Mountaineering —
championships in Russia
and CIS countries
• Yachting — SPbU Open
Sailing Cup
(St Petersburg, Russia)
• Rugby — match games
with the Oxford University
team (UK)

International festival
Spring and winter balls
Jazz and symphony evenings and concerts
Choir concerts and orchestra performances
Festivals of student creativity
Championships in boardgaming and quizzes
Championship of the SPbU KVN League (Club of the
Funny and Inventive)
Rock concerts
Photo exhibitions
Tours around St Petersburg and its suburbs
Theatre outings
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RESEARCH

NOBEL PRIZE

WINNERS

Ivan Pavlov

Research has always been the University’s
top priority as it sets the course of its future
development.
State-of-the-art research facilities, links with
leading international scholars, information
support and internal programmes supporting science and research allow SPbU to move
ahead at a fast pace upholding the status
of an internationally recognised centre
for education and research.

over

over

over

12,000
1,400
3,000
PhD

Academicians
of the Russian Academy
of Sciences and the Russian
Academy of Education
Corresponding members
of the Russian Academy
of Sciences and the Russian
Academy of Education
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51
19
26

employees

Ilya Mechnikov

Lev Landau

Nikolay Semyonov

Aleksandr Prokhorov

Habilitated
doctors
Doctors
of Sciences

Wassily Leontief

Leonid Kantorovich

employees

employees

employees

Iosif Brodsky

Christopher Pissarides
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SCIENCE AND INNOVATION
Priority research areas:
• nanotechnology and materials science

• ecology and nature management

• biomedicine and human health

• social research and technologies

• information systems and technology

• human resource management
and technologies

Research:

47

research centres
and laboratories

> 4,000

researchers

900

research topics

indexed
in Web of Science
Core Collection

38 %

Growth rate in 2015
Growth rate from 2011 to 2015

total number of papers — 8 345
total number of citations — 34 725

As of 2015
and the first quarter of 2016

323

65

protectable subjects

38 requests for patents and

certificates of invention, utility
models, computer software
and databases

Industrial partners in research projects,
links with research organisations:
businesses
in the real economy

university
research centres

branches and departments
of the Russian Academy of Sciences

universities

indexed
in Scopus

28 %

in Web of Science

in Scopus

136 %

122 %

in Web of Science

in Scopus

h-index (2011–2015)
According
to Web of Science

Total number
of intellectual property assets

2,633 papers 3,050 papers

Number of papers
published by SPbU staff
as of 2015

57

Patents and certificates

56

According
to Scopus

total number of papers — 10 149
total number of citations — 36 689

July 2016, according to Nature Index Rising Stars — a supplement
to the reputable journal Nature – St Petersburg University broke
into the international top-100 of research organisations with strong
impact. The index tracks organisations and countries with increased
contributions to high-profile journals such as Nature, Science, Cell,
Geology, Chemical Science, Physical Review, Neuron. Currently,
SPbU is the only Russian university listed on the Index.

Data as of October 10, 2016
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SPbU
RESEARCH PARK

Resource centres
Priority research area:
Biomedicine and human health
• • Centre for Culture Collection of Microorganisms
• • Research Resource Centre for Molecular

The SPbU Research Park comprises teams
of resource centres conducting research
within priority areas set in the SPbU
Development Programme. To solve their
tasks, teams may work in several resource
centres simultaneously or in succession. It is
not unusual to conduct an interdisciplinary
research — at the intersection of several
fields of knowledge – within one centre only.
The SPbU Research Park is a free access
research environment — anyone showing
interest can get in regardless of the University
affiliation as long as they follow the rules set
for the users of resource centres.
SPbU Research Park is part of the network
of Free Access Centres.

and Cell Technologies
• • Biobank
• • Centre for Diagnostics of Functional Materials
for Medicine, Pharmacology and Nanoelectronics
• • Chromas Research Resource Centre

Priority research area:
Information systems and technology
• • Computing Centre
• • Communicative Competence Center
• • Centre for Sociological and Internet Research

Priority research area:
Nanotechnology and materials science
• • Centre for Innovative Technologies
••
••
••
••
••
••
••
••

26
premises of

equipment

staff

20

••

resource
centres

> 30,000 sq. m
> RUB 7 bln.
283

••
••
••
••
••

of Composite Nanomaterials
Magnetic Resonance Research Centre
Interdisciplinary Resource Centre
for Nanotechnology
Chemical Analysis and Materials Research Centre
Nanophotonics Centre
Centre for Neutron Research
Physics Educational Centre
Centre for Optical and Laser Materials Research
Centre for X-ray Diffraction Studies
Centre for Thermogravimetric
and Calorimetric Research
Centre for Physical Methods of Surface Investigation
Centre for Applied Aerodynamics
Centre for Microscopy and Microanalysis
Chemistry Educational Centre
Centre for Research of Materials and Constructions
under Extreme Condition

Priority research area:
Ecology and nature management
• • Centre for Geo-Environmental Research

employees

and Modelling (GEOMODEL)
• • Centre for Space and Geoinformation Technologies
• • Environmental Safety Observatory

21

s t. p e te r s b ur g un i v e r sit y

RESEARCH LIBRARY NAMED
AFTER MAKSIM GORKY
Research library of St Petersburg University is one of the oldest
and richest libraries of Russia. Its core collection dates back
to the year 1783.

The library today:

Oriental, Old Church
Slavonic, and Western
(European) manuscripts

rare
books

2,4 mln
62 mln
82,000
170,000

records in the electronic
catalogue
full-text
electronic copies

over

items
in stock

titles of electronic
journals

over

6,8 mln
40,000
over 57,000

titles of electronic books

EXPERT ADVICE
Centre of Expert Advice
The Centre provides expert evaluation services for
individuals and legal entities, including government
bodies. Expert evaluation is conducted by SPbU
specialists and covers a wide range of issues from
all fields of study and research areas.

annually

100
about 2,000
Over

subject
areas
expert
reports

Language Testing Center
It is one of the four major language
testing centres and one of the oldest educational
institutions established to organise and conduct
tests of Russian as a foreign language.

Participants of language testing —
representatives of over 100 countries.
Over 200 000 tests in 2015.

Expert evaluation
of theses
The Centre evaluates theoretical and practical
value of theses and renders decisions
on conferring academic degrees. Apart from
the expertise of SPbU own theses, the University
acts as an external reviewer providing expert
evaluation for non-affiliated graduands.

External expert reviews

2013 – 246 reviews
2014 – 135 reviews
2015 – 174 reviews

In 2016 President Vladimir Putin made amendments to Article 4 of the Federal Law
on Science and the State Scientific and Technical Policy. According to the Law,
SPbU has a right to:
• establish academic councils to defend theses (Doctor of Sciences
and Habilitated doctors)
• set the mandate of academic councils and procedures of conferring academic degrees

22
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OUR SMALL INNOVATIVE
ENTERPRISES
Commercialisation of research is one of the major growth prospects for universities
worldwide. The University spin-offs are set up to put research into practice.

Our 10 small innovative
enterprises:

ENDOWMENT FUND
Endowment is a modern tool used to facilitate the development of education,
science, and culture. SPbU Endowment Fund aims to become a stable financial
source to support teaching, learning, research, economic, and other statutory
activity of St Petersburg University covering not only short-term but also long-term
goals already at the planning stage.

Over

total
endowment

Over

800

rub 1 bln

benefactors
contribute
to the development
of the Fund

1. SPbU Geology Centre
2. SPbU INDIS Centre

rub

381

mln total
endowment
over 6 years

3. SPbU Information Technology Research Centre
4. SPbU Centre for Organisational Innovations
5. Innovative Centre for Transport Research
6. Nonlocal Plasma Technologies

In 2016 SPbU endowment
is allocated to support

2016

7. Information Technology Studio
8. Northwestern Gemmological Centre of Expert Evaluation and Certification
9. Istiophorus

3 scientific
conferences

salary

international

renovation

production

SPbU KVN

SPbU Start-Up

and compensation
initiatives for SPbU
research and academic
staff with top qualifications

Key data
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2 SPbU

scholarship programmes
for undergraduate and
postgraduate students

10. Laser Chemistry

Our partners —
major Russian industrial enterprises

over 10

We are supported by the Foundation
for Assistance to Small Innovative Enterprises
in Science and Technology, and the RF
Ministry of Education and Science

of an image film
to promote SPbU

research laboratories
(fundamental research,
equipment, and consumables)

internships and continuing
professional development
of SPbU academics

championships
(Club of the Funny
and Inventive)

and maintenance
of SPbU buildings

competition
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ALLUMNI ASSOCIATION
OVER

250,000

enthusiastic alumni

FAMOUS ALUMNI

SPbU Alumni Association was set up to unite its former
students into a vibrant and enthusiastic community
supporting professionalism, creativity and research
initiatives both within the alumni community and
throughout SPbU to reinforce its competitiveness,
maintain and enhance the University’s educational
and cultural values.
Vladimir Putin

Dmitry Medvedev

Focus areas for 2015–2020:
•

the University — international promotion of the SPbU brand

•

research — support in research and commercialisation of research results

•

education — expert review of educational standards and programmes

•

students —support for talented students and their projects

•

employment — effective networking between graduates, students, the University,
and industry

•

graduates — networking platform for graduates and the University

Grigori Perelman

Tatyana Kazankina
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Санкт-Петербургский государственный университет

Mikhail Piotrovsky

Anatoly Karpov

Boris Strugatsky

Sergey Smirnov

Dmitry Likhachov

Igor Stravinsky

Alexandre Benois

Sergei Diaghilev

spbu.ru

Alexander Blok

Ivan Turgenev

Lyudmila Verbitskaya

Ivan Vernadsky

Dmitri Mendeleev
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International
academic partnership

413

Western Europe

OUR PARTNERS

41

27

23

14

13

10

10

Germany

France

Italy

Finland

Spain

UK

Norway

North America

Apart from improved University’s competitiveness, international and regional partnerships facilitate the exchange of professional teaching experience, foster research and
a wide range of projects.
St Petersburg University maintains strong links with over 400 universities worldwide
as well as public and private Russian companies from different types of economy

partner universities
in 67 countries
worldwide

East Asia
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10

27

22

16

USA

Canada

China

Japan

South Korea

International organisations, public and private companies
from different types of economy:

Industry
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Agriculture

Forestry
and fishing

Transport and
communications

Construction

Sales

Public catering

Information
technology

Finance and
insurance

Healthcare and
social security

Tourism

Education, sports,
culture and science

Consulting and
research
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CONTACT US
St. Petersburg University
7/9 Universitetskaya Emb.
St. Petersburg, 199034, Russian Federation
Virtual Reception: guestbook.spbu.ru/en
Official website: english.spbu.ru
E-mail: spbu@spbu.ru

spbu.ru

